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Concerto for Violin, Flute, Oboe and Bassoon 

Antonio Vivaldi (circa 1676-1741) 

1. Allegro Moderato - 2. Largo - 3. Allegro Molto 

Vivaldi spent most of his life in Venice where he joined the staff of 
the Conservatorio dell' Ospedale Pieta in 1704. This was a charitable 

religious institution providing musical education for young girls, most 
of whom were orphans or from poverty-stricken families. In 

1716, Vivaldi was appointed Maestro de' Concerti there with the 

responsibility of composing two new concertos each month. During 
his lifetime, he produced some 450 concertos in total; half for solo 

violin and orchestra, and half for various instrumental combinations 

incorporating passages of varying difficulty for particular students. In 
this work, simplicity is combined with artistry. 

  

Renaissance Scottish Dances 

Peter Maxwell Davies (1934 - ) 

1. Intrada    2. Currant           3. Sweit Smylling Kalie loves me 4. Last 

time I came over the Mure     

5. Ane Exempill of Tripla     6. Remember me 
my deir                7. Almayne 

These realisations for six instrumentalists were written for 

Maxwell Davies' own ensemble, The Fires of London, in 1973. Most 
of the dances are fast and vigorous; their sometimes raw vitality 

brought out in the scoring. The set also includes slower numbers 

given to the harpsichord, which masquerades as a lute. There is a 
sense of folk fiddlers, slightly drunken festivities, and the irrepressible 

noise of the bagpipes. 



  

Concerto no 1 in D Minor for Violin and Strings 

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 

1. Allegro - 2. Andante - 3. Allegro 

Mendelssohn was the son of a wealthy banker, and as a child was sent 
to the most expensive music teachers in Berlin and Paris, as well as 

being supplied with a private orchestra which he could conduct 

whenever he wished. He was soon composing prolifically, with many 
early works being competent and deserving recognition on merit. The 

Concerto in D Minor was composed in 1822 when the composer was 

only 13 years old, and was reintroduced to the repertoire, having 
being overshadowed by the much later and more famous Concerto for 

many decades, in the 1960's by I Musici of Rome. 

  

Adagio in G minor for Organ and Strings 

Tomas Albinoni (1671-1750) 

A contemporary of Vivaldi, Albinoni spent his entire life in Venice. 

He was a violinist and a vocalist as well as a prolific composer. This 
haunting Adagio is today one of his best known and most popular 

works; and was used with great effect in Peter Weir's Gallipoli. 

  

Nonet 

Bohuslav Martinu (1890-1959) 

1. Poco Allegro - 2. Andante - 3. Allegretto 

Martinu's music reveals two important influences: the use of form 

with his partiality for the baroque structure of the concerto grosso; 

and the subtle influences of folk music from his 
native Czechoslovakia. Both of these are evident in this late work, 

completed five months before the composer's death from cancer. Yet 

despite being written at speed the music betrays no sign of haste or 
the approaching shadow of death. The work is scored for wind quintet 

- flute, oboe, clarinet, horn and bassoon - plus a string quartet of 



violin, viola, cello and bass. Martinu's scoring, however, shows little 

sign of these more traditional subdivisions and explores the full range 
of possibilities the combination allows. 

  

Serenade for String Orchestra Op 20 in E Minor 

Edward Elgar (1857-1934) 

1. Allegro Piacevole - 2. Larghetto - 3. Allegretto 

Elgar is probably best remembered and admired as a musical 
spokesman of the Edwardian age despite much of his most famous 

music being written in the reign of Victoria. The String Serenade was 

an early work written in the 1880's when he had returned to 
Worcestershire after a relatively unsuccessful period 

in Londonfollowing his marriage. Considerably more appreciated 

there than in London, this decade marks the beginning of his writing 
in larger forms which culminated in the Enigma Variations. A gentle 

work, the Serenade shows Elgar's already well-developed sense of 

orchestration and colour for which his later works are famous. 
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